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SUBJECT: MILITARY BASE AT CHISIMAIO, SOMALIA 

1. WHILE WAITING FOR U.S. RESPONSE ON ARMS REQUEST, KENYANS 
LEARNED PIRST OP OUR INTELLIGENCE ON BERBERA THAT SOVIETS 
HAVE ESTABLISHED BASE, AND NOW -THROUGH PENTAGON RELEASE-H 
THAT A BASE EXISTS AT CHISIMAIO. NOT ONLY HAS LOCAL PAPER, 

THE NATION, GIVEN THIS THREATENING NEWS PRONT-PAGE TREATMENT 
AND EDITORIAL COVERAGE, BUT MINISTRY OP DEFENSE HAS BEEN 
PESTERED WITH ENQUIRIES. 

2. WHILE I HAVE READ IN RECENT CLASSIFIED REPORTS THAT 
CHISIMAIO BASE BELIEVED TO EXIST, I HAVE NO CONPIRMATION 
THIS INFORMATION. I WOULD THEREFORE GREATLY APPRECIATE 
AND HEREWITH REQUEST BRIEPING BY CABLE OF EXACTLY WHAT WE 
KNOW ABOUT CHISIMAIO. DO WE HAVE PICTURES, AS IN CASE OP 
BERBERA? IP SO, ARE PICTURES GOING TO BE MADE PUBLIC? 

3. 1 WOULD LIKE TO PASS AS MUCH INFORMATION AS POSSIBLE 
TO GOK EITHER TO CONPIRM THEIR FEARS OR QUIET THEM. IN 
EITHER CASE IT IS IN OUR BEST INTEREST TO DO SO, ALTHOIGH 
IP INDEED SOVIETS ARE ESTABLISHING BASE ONLY ONE HUNDRED 
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